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 BLACKFOOT — It’s only 
been five years since the Ida-
ho Doctors’ Hospital opened 
its doors in Blackfoot, but the 
facility is already considered 
to be among the best in the 
nation.
 The eight-bed rural hos-
pital, which is co-owned by 
Bingham Memorial Hospital 
and eastern Idaho spine sur-
geons, recently received Press 
Ganey Associates’ prestigious 
2011 Summit Award.
 “The Press Ganey Sum-
mit Award is the health care 
performance improvement 
industry’s most coveted sym-
bol of achievement bestowed 
annually,” said Bingham Me-
morial Hospital spokesman 
Paul Kotter.
 Only 98 organizations re-
ceived the award for 2011, 
and only 87 of those, includ-
ing the Idaho Doctors’ Hos-
pital, received it for patient 
satisfaction.
 Hospital officials say they 
are excited to receive the 
award that recognizes how 

hard they work to provide 
quality care.
 “As an organization that 
has made great efforts to 
put patient satisfaction as 
our No. 1 goal, it is gratify-
ing to see that our efforts 
have resulted in this kind of 
recognition,” said Dr. Clark 
Allen, chief of staff at the 
hospital and one of the own-
ers. “This is a testament 
to our entire staff and the 
lengths they go everyday 
to make sure our patients’ 
needs come first.”
 The hospital, which fo-
cuses on general and com-
plex spinal surgeries, takes 
extra steps to ensure its 
patients are comfortable 
and well taken care of dur-
ing their stay, which is one 
of the reasons why it draws 
people from as far as Wash-
ington, Montana, Wyoming 
and Utah, Allen said.
 Nathan Buck, nursing 

supervisor at the hospital, 
said they deliver a bouquet 
of flowers to each of the 
roughly 300 patients that 
are treated there each 
year, offer a variety of meal 
choices including filet mi-
gnon and tiger shrimp, and 
provide nightly massages 
along with a warm cookie 
and a glass of milk.
 “We want it to be as much 
like home as possible,” Buck 
said.
 And Pocatello resident 
Larry Anderson said their 
efforts make a difference. He 
is recovering at the hospital 
after he had the lower part 
of his back fused this week. 
He told his family not to visit 
him during his stay because 
he didn’t think he would feel 
up to company, but he said 
he’s felt so comfortable there 
that he’s changed his mind. 
He said he’s enjoyed eating 
the good food and associating 
with the staff, which keeps 
him informed.
 “I hope nobody else has 
to go through this, but if 
they do, this is the place to 
come,” he said.
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The death of a loved one is a
devastating time. In addition 
to grieving, your family now 
has the challenge of settling 
your estate. Despite your 
efforts, everything you 
worked hard for and intended 
to pass onto your family may 
be lost due to insufficient 
planning or no planning at all. 

You can spare your family a 
second round of grief. Keep 
reading to discover common 
estate planning mistakes that 
threaten your security and the 
security of your family and 
your estate.

Failing to Avoid Probate
Most estates are settled in 
probate court. In probate court 
a judge decides if your will is 
valid, settles any disputes, and  
distributes your assets to your 
heirs. Probate court can be a 
lengthy process and is a 
public process. Everything 
about your will is in the 
public record, so virtually 
anyone from an angry distant 
relative to someone out to 
cheat your family has access 
to what your assets are and 
who gets them. Finally, your 
heirs generally will not 
receive their share of your 
estate until creditors and the 
lawyers get their share. 
However, there is a way to 
pass on your estate – 
regardless of its size – to your 
loved ones while legally 
avoiding probate. I will show 
you how to do this at an 
upcoming free seminar.

You Can Protect Your 
Assets During Tough 

Economic Times

Failing to Protect 
Yourself and Your Estate
You’ve worked hard your 
entire life and deserve to pass 
on your estate to your loved 
ones the way you want. But 
unless you quickly take 
action, your estate may be lost 
due to disability and the high 
cost of long-term care, 
creditors, and potential 
lawsuits.

Statistics reveal that many 
Americans become legally 
disabled or incapacitated at 
some point in their lives. This 
number is expected to double 
in the next decade. Despite
this alarming statistic, most 
people plan their wills for 
what will take place after
their death. While writing this 
type of will is better than 
nothing, it fails to provide 
security for you and your 
estate prior to death. An 
appropriate estate plan should 
plan for disability because 
disability can be far more 
financially devastating than 
death.

Failing to Protect Your 
Family
Most people fear once they 
are gone their spouse and kids 
will be taken advantage of by 
creditors, lawsuits, divorce, or 

end up squandering the estate 
with foolish financial 
decisions. Most wills and 
trusts do nothing to protect 
against these risks. If one of 
your goals in establishing a 
trust was to protect your 
family, your work may have 
been in vain. There are three 
principal issues of concern 
with regard to protecting your 
family.

Skyrocketing Divorce 
Rate
With the divorce rate 
hovering at 50%, you cannot 
afford to ignore this danger. 
In Idaho, a divorcing spouse 
could walk away with some 
of your inherited property if 
things are not properly 
handled. You worked your 
entire life to build up a nest 
egg and planned carefully to 
make sure it was transferred 
into the right hands. You don’t 
want a sizable chunk of it to 
end up in the hands of a “soon 
to be ex” in-law.

Irresponsible Behavior
Sometimes protecting your 
family means protecting 
individual members from 
their irresponsible behavior.  
It happens all the time, a 
young or immature family 
member receives an 
inheritance and blows it all in 
a matter of days. There are 
simple ways around this 
problem we will detail at our 
free seminar.

Special Needs Relatives
If you have a child or 
grandchild with special needs 
and this child inherits wealth 
from your estate—the 
government benefits may stop 
immediately. Your gift may 
cause them a double problem
—first the loss of services and 
then, when their money 
rapidly runs out, the inability 
to start the government 
services again. We’ll show 
you how you can look after 
your special needs family 
member even after you are 
gone.

Free Seminar Reveals the  
Right Way
After a lifetime of hard work, 
you deserve to have your 
estate executed the way you 
want. Spare your family the 
confusion and frustration after 
your death or disability by 
properly planning. Our free 
seminar will highlight some 
of the most common risks you 
will want to consider and 

show you how to protect 
yourself and your family.

What You Will Discover
In this free, 2-hour seminar 
you’ll find out what a “bare 
bones” estate plan is and how 
dangerous it can be for your 
family. You’ll also discover 
how to protect your family 
and estate from the issues 
discussed in this article. The 
good news is that it is not too 
late to fix the problem and get 
the real peace of mind you 
deserve. This is purely an 
educational presentation. You 
will not be sold anything at 
the seminar. Of course, many 
of you will find that your 
current plans do not offer the 
protection you desire and will 
discover that you need to 
make changes. In that event, 
we will offer a free, no 
obligation personal 
consultation.

Reserve Your Place Now
Seating is limited in order to 
give your family’s issues our 
fullest attention.

Costly Estate Planning Mistakes 
Revealed by Local Law Firm

Reserve to Attend One of 
These Free Seminars

POCATELLO
Tuesday, January 17

10:00 am - Noon
AmeriTel Inn

1440 Bench Rd

REXBURG
Tuesday, January 17

7:00 - 9:00 pm
Beard St. Clair Gaffney
520 First American Cir

(East 4th North)

IDAHO FALLS
Wednesday, January 18

2:00 - 4:00 pm
The Hampton Inn

2500 Channing Way

POCATELLO
Thursday, January 19

7:00 - 9:00 pm
AmeriTel Inn

1440 Bench Rd

IDAHO FALLS
Saturday, January 21

10:00 am - Noon
The Hampton Inn

2500 Channing Way

Contact Jennifer to Reserve Your Seat
Phone: (208) 557-5230 

Email: jennifer@beardstclair.com

Paid Advertising

Paid Advertising

“The Color of Con-
science” will play 
today, Jan. 12, 

at 7 p.m. at the Bengal Cafe 
in the Pond Student Union. 
Admission is free for this 
acclaimed documentary that 
looks 
at the 
devel-
op-
ment 
of the 
mod-
ern 
human 
rights 
movement in Idaho, featur-
ing the story of a small group 
of concerned citizens who 
fought against the Aryan Na-
tions, ultimately bankrupting 
the neo-Nazi supremacist 
group in north Idaho. The 
program also examines some 
of the current human rights 
issues in Idaho, such as gay 
rights, immigrant rights, 
and hate crimes. For trailer 
and more information, go to 
www.isucinema.com.
 The Bengal Theater movie 
tonight through Saturday, 
Jan. 12 to 14, is “Real Steel,” 
playing at 8 p.m. today, with 
shows at 7 and 9:45 p.m. on 
Friday and Saturday. The 
story revolves around a fa-
ther and his estranged boy 
who hook up and try to make 
good in the world of “boxing 
gone robot” as technology 
has replaced humans in 
competitions and one robot 
earns a place in their hearts. 
(PG-13). Admission is $2 for 
the public, $1 for faculty/
staff, or free for students.
 Registration has opened 
for National Girls and 
Women in Sports Day, which 
is coming Feb. 4 to ISU. 
Registration and consent/
waiver forms are available 
for third- to sixth-grade girls 
at the ISU College of Educa-
tion, the Graduate School, 

Department of Sport Science 
and Physical Education, 
Campus Recreation’s Reed 
Gym office and online at 
www.active.com/event_de-
tail.cfm?event_id=2000381. 
 The opening gala for 
the exhibit “A FINE RO-
MANCE, Jewish Songwrit-
ers, American Songs” is at 5 
p.m. Friday, Jan. 13, at the 
ISU Oboler Library, featur-
ing Diana Livingston Fried-
ley and Geoffrey Friedley 
performing at 6 p.m. There 
will be a cash bar and re-
freshments will be served 
also.
 The movie “Tangled” 
is the Saturday, Jan. 14, 
matinee at 1 and 3 p.m. in 
the Bengal Theater. The be-
loved Disney classic returns 
with Rapunzel yearning for 
adventure and a handsome 
prince ... err ... check that ... 
swashbuckling thief ... who 
swoops in to gain some loot 
and ends up in the adventure 
of his and her life. (Rated 
PG). Admission is $2 for the 
public, $1 for faculty/staff, or 
free for students. 
 ISU women’s basketball 
faces Sacramento State on 
Saturday, Jan. 14, at 2 p.m. in 
Reed Gym. The undefeated 
Bengals are 3-0 in confer-
ence after defeating both 
Montana and Montana State 
on the road, taking an inside 
track toward the Big Sky ti-
tle. Come root on the Bengals 
as the high scoring Hornets 
come to Reed Gym to face 
the conference’s toughest 
defense in the Bengals. Stu-
dents get in free with Bengal 
ID. Other ticket information 
is at www.isu.edu/tickets or 
call 282-FANS.
 Looking ahead to next 
week, on Monday, Jan. 16, 
the annual Martin Luther 
King Jr. march will begin at 
1:30 p.m. at Holt Arena and 
will head to the Pond Student 

Union, where a program on 
human rights and equality 
will begin at 2 p.m. in the 
Bengal Theater. All are wel-
come to join in this event that 
honors the memory of Dr. 
King’s struggle for equality 
and prosperity for all.
 The ISU women’s basket-
ball team then faces Port-
land State on Monday, Jan. 
16, at 7 p.m. in Reed Gym. 
The Bengals, who are lead-
ing the Big Sky, will face the 
second place Vikings to see 
who takes the driver’s seat in 
securing a Big Sky title. For 
tickets, go to www.isu.edu/
tickets or call 282-FANS.
 Also with the theme of civ-
il rights, “Daisy Bates: The 
First Lady of Little Rock” 
will be shown in the Bengal 
Theater on Tuesday, Jan. 
17, at 5:30 p.m. Admission is 
free for this story of the civil 
rights icon’s efforts to bring 
inclusion to schools during 
the time of segregation.
 And potential Oscar 
nominee “Drive” will play 
at 8 p.m. on Tuesday and 
Wednesday, Jan. 17 and 
18, in the Bengal Theater, 
starring Ryan Gosling as 
a quiet man with a violent 
past who does what it takes 
to protect a woman who 
lives nearby that he takes a 
liking to. (Rated R). Admis-
sion is $2 for the public, $1 
for faculty/staff, or free for 
students.

 Bob Devine is the coordi-
nator for the Pocatello Film 
Society. If you would like 
your campus-related event 
included in future columns, 
please send information to 
Bob at devirobe@isu.edu.

‘The Color of Conscience’ plays today
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Read about more ISU 
events and news at 
www.isuvoice.com. 
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 The Bannock County 
Elections office made 
changes to a few pre-
cinct lines and com-
missioner districts. The 
resolutions for the changes 
were passed Wednesday 
by commissioners Howard 
Manwaring and Karl An-
derson.
 Election’s Deputy Clerk 
Tori Hall said notifica-
tion of the changes will be 
mailed to those affected 
through the next few days 
and copies of the new maps 
should be available for 
viewing by Friday at the 
Bannock County Court-
house. Online versions may 
be available sometime in 
the near future.

 One change was made to 
the commissioner district. 
The last time changes were 
made was in 2002, accord-
ing to the commissioner’s 
office.
 Precincts 10 and 11 
from District 2 were 
added to District 3, which 
included the majority of 
the district in Pocatello. 
Hall said a total of 1,602 
people will be affected by 
the change.
 Modifications to voter 
precincts included pre-
cincts 40, 41, 35, 37, 55 
and 56. A total of 1,095 
voters will be affected, 
according to Hall. The last 
time the precincts were 
modified was in 2008.
 “(The change) is to ease 
the voters, so they don’t 

have to wait in line so 
long,” Hall said.
 The west line of pre-
cinct 40 was moved from 
Parks Road to the Pocatel-
lo city limits. 
 Precinct 37 will move 
a block north to Cassia 
and Clearwater streets. 
Precinct 35 will move 
from Satterfield to Fair-
way drives. In Chubbuck, 
precinct 56 will grow to 
include voters between 
Chubbuck Road, Eagle 
and Alamo Streets.
 Hall said the depart-
ment was required to 
make the changes by Jan. 
15. The next election is 
slated for May 15. For 
more information, call 
the elections office at 236-
7333.

Bannock County makes changes to 
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 BLACKFOOT — Black-
foot resident Tom Drysdale 
wants to help the American 
Cancer Society find a cure 
for cancer. After all, he’s a 
survivor of the disease and 
knows just how difficult it 
can be.
 That’s why Drysdale 
showed up to the Relay For 
Life of Bingham County 
kickoff event on Wednesday 
to register his team, Angels 
Among Us, for the fourth 
year in a row.
 “I want to help raise 
money to fight this horrible 
disease so they come up with 
a cure,” he said.
 Drysdale’s team was one 
of 20 that registered during 
the kickoff event.
 That number is slightly 
lower than usual, said Kathy 

Dietrich, community rela-
tions manager for the Ameri-
can Cancer Society. But 
people have typically been 
supportive of the overnight 
relay, which mimics the 
hardships of the disease, and 
she expects more teams will 
sign up in the near future.
 “(Relay For Life) is huge 
in this community,” Diet-
rich said, adding that 1,200 
people typically register for 
the event and roughly 2,500, 
including spectators, attend 
each year.
 Those who attended the 
kickoff on Wednesday were 
not only able to register for 
the relay at half the $100 
price, but they also learned 
how to organize fundraisers 
for their teams.
 Drysdale already knows 
what he wants to do. His team 
holds talent shows, potato 
bars, bowling tournaments, 

raffles and cake auctions 
among other fundraisers, and 
last year they were able to 
bring in $11,500 to help the 
American Cancer Society in 
its efforts to find a cure.
 Dietrich said last year’s 
event raised a total of 
$105,000 for the important 
cause, and she’s hoping to in-
crease that number this year.
 “It’s about fighting back 
against cancer and saving 
lives faster,” she said.
 The Relay For Life of 
Bingham County will take 
place on June 15 at Blackfoot 
High School. For more infor-
mation about the event, or to 
register a team, visit www.
relayforlife.org/blackfootid.

Relay For Life kicks off
ONLINE

For more Bingham 
County news, go to 
BlackfootJournal.com.

ONLINE
For more Bingham 
County news, go to 
BlackfootJournal.com.

Bingham hospital earns 
prestigious Summit Award


